Page ii King County Medical Examiner’s Office — 2001 Annual Report




King County Medical Examiner’s Office — 2001 Annual Report Page iii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

DEDICATION 1tututuitiiiienintttieiitnetaraeietsetetasterorsessasassesssscssasssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses i
TABLE OF CONTENTS 4 itttittttitiniuiuiiiiiiniiiuiietiiieiteieettisetusscrstseststaseersencssssscsssssscssasscsssnsnsssone il

LIST OF DATA TABLES ..ututtitiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiititieiieieitasieiersesencassssssscscasssssssssensasassssanes v

LIST OF GRAPHS AND CHARTS 1tttinitiniuiiiiiininiiiiiiiiiiineiiciceieiettectcrsesecscacrerssssmsees vii
FOREWORD 1iuitiuiuitiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiniiiieititiititttettietstateceseeststasasesescssasasassscssasassssssnsssesssasassssnces 1
DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE ..cututuiuiiiiiiniiiuniiiiiieieirutiiiieieierasaseseteessasasssesesasasssssenessasssssssssses 3
MISSION STATEMENT Luiuititiininiuiuitiiiiiiiiititiiieituttertetesestscrersesescscscrsrsessscssssrsrssscscssssrsssncaes 4
EXPLANATION OF DATA «tuttittiiiuititiiiiiiiitiiiieieatatattietestatassssseesrasssssssessasassssssssssassssssssessens 5
MEDICAL EXAMINER CASES IN 2001 1eutuiuttieneniniuiueeteneeiuceeeieretucierseseecsceersesescacscsersesescscsssoes 7

MANNER OF DEATH IN 2001 teuvuineneuiureiiiiieneiereieieienieraieieneieraraseseieeasassssssesmsssmmssasans 12

OUT OF COUNTY CASES, 2001 teuvuteeneniuiuiuieneeieuiueeiereseecncesesesecssssesesesescssasssssescssasanes 19
TEN YEAR PERSPECTIVE .ueuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiricieiieitisietetentasastetsescasasssssssensassssesnens 21
Manner: ACCIDENT tuuiueuiniiiiiiiieiiieieiiiiiieitiettetitititietetetesetsessscscssssssssscscscsssssssssssscssssssssssssses 31
A =0 1 TS 5 ()17 8 (0] U0 ) 41
Manner: NATURAL uiuiiuieiiiiiiiiiiiiitieteietiiititiettetetetrtsestsesesetsssessscstsessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss 49
Manner: SUICIDE ...vuvnuieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiitietitttittititereettteststasasasssssssessasasassssssssssssasasssssssnes 57
Manner: TRAFFIC cuvuuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiiiiiiitieiiieietetitiettnestieteteessscssscsesesssscssscssscsssssssssssnsssssnsnns 65
Manner: UNDETERMINED ..cuiiiniiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiiriieieieietateteieiesrasssssesessasassssssssssassssssscssases 75
DEATHS DUE TO DRUGS & POISONS: 20071 4euveieieeniniuieceieniiinieieieieneiieieceieieseratecesenesssaseseencaes 81

DRUG NAMES INCLUDED IN CATEGORIES ...cciututiuiiiiiiieniuiieneiiriiiiiienersacieisenecasasaon 84
DEATHS DUE TO FIREARMS: 2001 4eututuieiineniniuiuieieneneniuemeeieetucmersesesescsssersesescscscrersesescscscsssssns 97
CAUSES OF DEATH IN CHILDREN AND YOUTH ..cututuiuiiiiieiiuniiiiineniirericieineniraseciecnencassmnsassonne 101
\Y 021) (1N B 25 2N\ § 10\ 21 292 OH N 47 U I GO 105
ORGANIZATION OF THE KING COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE 2001 .ccevuvuieininiieieiecnnnn 110
GLOSSARY OF TERMS 1itititiuiuiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiitieiiiiiiiiutetetetetutateseseestasaseseescssssssssencsssssssssnees 111

TABLE OF CONTENTS



Page iv King County Medical Examiner’s Office — 2001 Annual Report




King County Medical Examiner’s Office — 2001 Annual Report Page v

LIST OF DATA TABLES

Table 1-1
Table 1-2
Table 1-3
Table 1-4
Table 1-5
Table 1-6
Table 1-7
Table 1-8
Table 1-9
Table 2-1
Table 2-2

Table 2-3
Table 2-4
Table 2-5
Table 2-6
Table 3-1
Table 3-2
Table 3-3
Table 3-4
Table 4-1
Table 4-2
Table 4-3
Table 4-4
Table 4-5
Table 5-1
Table 5-2
Table 5-3
Table 5-4
Table 6-1
Table 6-2
Table 6-3
Table 6-4
Table 6-5
Table 7-1
Table 7-2
Table 7-3
Table 7-4
Table 7-5
Table 7-6

Deaths in King County and Medical EXaminer Cases «.eeveeeeesrsarsesssesesssarsesssssssssassnssncs 9
Method of Certification and Manner of Death .c.ceeeevieiniieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieneenn. 11
Gender and Manner of Death «ouvveieiuiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiieiiiieiieietieseenecncnnes 12
Age and Manner 0f Death cuvveeeieiieiiiiieiieiiniieiiieeieciatsatserssecssssasssssnsossssssssssnsonsses 13
Race and Manner of Death c..cuvueieiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiecnerececesnenes 14
Marital Status and Manner of Death «..ceeeieiniieiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieineieeneene. 15
Month and Manner of Death ...ceieiieiniieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiecninecennnn 16
Nearest Incorporated City to the Fatal Incident (Natural Deaths excluded )....c.ceeeeeviaeiaennnn. 17
Fatal Incident Location for Those Cases where Incident Occurred Outside of King County .... 19
Comparison of Manners of Death, 1992 - 2001 ...cuiveiiieiieiiaiiniineeneciarsniencosecssssassnsoncnns 22
Comparison of Manners of Death as Percentage of Total Annual Medical Examiner

CaSES, 1992 = 2001 teveeeeeerrereeeeseeeeeeseneceesesscecssssscessssscessssssessssssccsssssccsssssccssnnsccns 22
A Ten Year Perspective of Homicidal Methods cueeeeeeeiiniinienieieriniinienieeessacsnssnsosssacones 24
A Ten Year Perspective of Suicidal Injury ModeSs «.ceeeeuiiaieeeiecinrinrsnrsiessnssassnssscsssnses 25
A Ten Year Perspective of Traffic Fatality CirCUmStances «.eeeeeerearsereeceereassnsssecssssassnses 26
A Ten Year Perspective of Accidental Death Circumstances voveeeeeereeesrsarsessecenssnsonssnses 27
Circumstances of Accidental Death and Race of the Decedent .....oevveiuineiniieiiieiiininennn 33
Circumstances of Accidental Death and Age Group of the Decedent .o.veveiiniieiinrenecnnrinnanes 36
Circumstances of Accidental Death and Gender of the Decedent .....coevuvieiniieiniieiniininennnn 38
Circumstances of Accidental Death and Blood Alcohol Test Results of the Decedent ............ 39
Homicidal Methods and Race of the VICtim ..cuvveiuiieiniieiiiiiiiiiieiiiieiieiiieiiiieiniieieee. 43
Homicidal Methods and Age Group of the VICtim viveeeeieieiieiiniinienesietiniinreneccessnssnsonsons 44
Homicide Deaths by Age/Race/Gender «oueveiurieineiniieiniieiniieieieiieieiieieieiiesecnecnssenenaes 46
Homicidal Methods and Gender of the VICtim c.ecevveineieiiiiieiiieiieiiieiieieiieieiieceenecnene 48
Homicidal Methods and Blood Alcohol Test Results of the Victim coeeeeeiieieiieieieieiniennens 48
Disease Processes Causing Natural Deaths in 2001 ..cuvueiuiieiniieieiniieiiieiiiieiieieiiececnecnnn 50
Deaths Due to Natural Causes and Race of the Decedent c...ceuvveiniieineieineiniieineneienninennn. 53
Deaths Due to Natural Causes and Age Group of the Decedent ....cvveineinieiniieiiieineiannenne. 55
Deaths Due to Natural Causes and Gender of the Decedent c.eeuvveiniiniiiiniieiiiieiiiiniieininecnnn 56
Suicide Injury Methods and Race of the Decedent couvveiveeeieiiniiniinreneennisnienroneceassassnsonees 59
Suicide Injury Methods and Age Group of the Decedent c..vuveiuiieiniieiiiniieiiieiieieiecnennen 61
Suicide Injury Methods and Gender of the Decedent c..cuvveviieiiniiaiinieieriniinionieiesinrsnsoncees 62
Suicide Injury Methods and Marital Status of the Decedent .vuvveieeeiieiinienieneriarinisneenecnnes 63
Suicide Injury Methods and Blood Alcohol Test Results of the Decedent c..oeveeeeeniiarinieneennns 64
Traffic Fatality Circumstances and Race of the Decedent c...cuvveiiieeieiiniiniieniensnrsnreesncnns 68
Traffic Fatality Circumstances and Age Group of the Decedent .....cevvueiniieineieineieiiecnennnnn 70
Traffic Fatality Circumstances and Gender of the Decedent v.ouvveieeeiieceniiniinreneceernarensonees 71
Traffic Fatality Circumstances and Use of Restraint/Helmet .o.veeeereieniiniieeieciariniineenecenses 71
Traffic Fatality Circumstances and Blood Alcohol Test Results of the Decedent ...c.veeveeeinnnn 72
Blood Alcohol Levels of Traffic Fatalities who died at the scene of the Accident ....ceeueenenen. 72

TABLE OF CONTENTS



Page vi

King County Medical Examiner’s Office — 2001 Annual Report

Table 7-7
Table 8-1
Table 8-2
Table 8-3
Table 8-4
Table 9-1
Table 9-2
Table 9-3
Table 9-4
Table 9-5
Table 9-6
Table 9-7
Table 9-8
Table 10-1
Table 10-2
Table 11-1
Table 11-2
Table 11-3
Table 12-1
Table 12-2

Time of Day of Traffic Incident Resulting in Fatality ...ccocoevevevuiniiiieiiieiiiiiiiiniiiieiennnnne 74
Undetermined Circumstances and Race of the Decedent vouvvuviiuiieiiieriiieniiiniiesiiecinacees 77
Undetermined Circumstances and Age Group of the Decedent vvuveevuieeriieriiiaieerniiesinanenes 79
Undetermined Circumstances and Gender of the Decedent c.o.vvuieeiiieriiaiieiniieciiaceisnnenes 80
Undetermined Circumstances and Blood Alcohol Test Results of the Decedent c...veevinieeennee. 80
Blood Alcohol Testing and Manner 0f Death cuceeiveeiiiniiiiniiiiniieriinerniiessiiaseesaseesisecess 83
Blood Alcohol Testing as a Percentage by Manner «ouveeeevvereeinieesnisesisesrsaseesassssassssasans 83
Combined Effects of Ethanol (Alcohol) and/or Other Drugs...ceeeieereeiniiesiiesiiasiesnrnesannns 85
Single Drug/Poison Causing Death ....veeeiiuiiiiniieiiiieriiiaiieiniieriiieceisacersntossessssesnes 87
Two Drugs/Poisons Causing Death .e.eeviuiieiiiieiiiiuiiiiuiiiiiiieriiiesiiiieesisessisasessassses 88
Three or More Drugs/Poisons Causing Death «...ceeveveveiuiniiiiiiiieieiiiiiiininiieiiiienenene. 90
Drug Caused Deaths Involving Cocaine, Opiates: 1995-2001 ...cveveveinininiieieinininininenecennns 93
Drug and Poison Deaths and Age Group of the Decedent vuvevveiveinineiiinrieiaiieraiiesniiasnennss 95
Firearm Deaths by Manner of Death, Age, and Gender ....cevvviveriieriiiariiiniieriiiesiesaseesanes 98
Firearm Deaths by Manner of Death, Race, and Gender .......cccveveiuiiieieieiiiineieieceinnncnne 100
Causes of Death: Children Under 1 Year cuvuiveeiieriiiuiieriiesiiiareisaisesisssessasessasossnssssens 102
Causes of Death: Children 1 10 12 YEars cuveeeeiieriieeeiiureeiareesuisesisesssasessasossassssnssssens 103
Causes of Death: Children 13 t0 19 Years vievuiieriieriinieiiuiiesiiiessisaseesassessssssssassssnses 104
Weekly Variation of Deaths Investigated by the King County Medical Examiner's Office ...... 109

Weekly Variation of Autopsies Performed by the King County Medical Examiner's Office .... 109



King County Medical Examiner’s Office — 2001 Annual Report Page vii

LISTS OF GRAPHS AND CHARTS

Graph 1-1
Graph 1-2
Graph 1-3
Graph 1-4
Graph 1-5
Graph 1-6
Graph 2-1
Graph 2-2
Graph 2-3
Graph 2-4
Graph 2-5
Graph 2-6
Graph 2-7
Graph 3-1
Graph 3-2
Graph 3-3
Graph 4-1
Graph 4-2
Graph 4-3
Graph 5-1
Graph 5-2
Graph 5-3
Graph 6-1
Graph 6-2
Graph 6-3
Graph 7-1
Graph 7-2
Graph 7-3
Graph 7-4
Graph 7-5
Graph 8-1
Graph 8-2
Graph 8-3
Graph 9-1
Graph 9-2
Graph 9-3
Graph 10-1
Graph 11-1

All King County Deaths with Medical Examiner Jurisdiction SHOWN ...cuvveveieieinininienananns 10
Manner of Death for All Medical Examiner Jurisdiction Cases «eueeeeersecersnreecnrsecersnsersnses 10
Method of Certification for All Medical Examiner Jurisdiction Cases «cuveeeervareesareesnreasanns 11
Gender and Manner 0f Death veuiveieiiuiieiiiieriiieriiiiieiiiieriiiereisateesaiessrsssessasesssmsnsnns 12
Marital Status and Manner of Death .e.cvuieeiiieiiiieiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieriiiesiisaseesaisesssssnsans 15
Month and Manner of Death c.uceeveiieiiiieiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiieiiiiesiiiesiisaseesatsesisssssssessasesn 16
Comparison of Manners of Death, 1992 - 2001 c.cvuiiiuiieiiiieriiiaiiesniiesiiseceisasersnseecasnns 23
Homicides, 1992 = 2001 1eeiueiereiereeeseeeraeeeseesasesascenscesnsessssesssesascesssessscsnssoncasannses 24
Suicides, 1992 - 2001 .euiuerurerererieeneiaraseseressesesnsasasessssssssnsasessssssssssnsnsassssssssssnses 25
Traffic Fatalities, 1992 - 2001 c.evuvuiernirrererarnrererossesocnsasessssssssssasasessssssssnsasasessssses 26
Accidental Deaths, 1992-2001 c.ueeereerirerereeeeeeesaceraceesncesasessscesssesascesssesascsnscennsenns 28
Natural Deaths, 1992 - 2001 cuueeereeerneeeeereraeeeecesaceesssesasesascesssesssecsssesnsessssesasesnsces 28
Deaths of Undetermined Manner, 1992 - 2001 ..eceueierneerereraeennecesaeenasccnncesnscenssennsennes 29
Circumstances of Accidental Death in 2001 .euvveieiiuiieiniieriieriiiariisarsesaisesiisaseesasessases 32
Accidental Deaths and Race of the Decedent vouiveeiieriiiaiiiiuiieiiiieriiiariiiaieesiiseseisasesnn 35
Accidental Deaths and Age Group of the Decedent v.vvviveeriiereeiniieriiinriiiariesaisesnisaseennns 37
Homicidal Methods in 2001 .euvieiiiuiierniieriiereisutersntsesersssessssessassssassssessssessnsossassns 42
Homicide Deaths and Race of the VICtM vuvuvvuiieiniieiiiiuiiiiniieiiiieriiieriiiaisesisesisassass 45
Homicide Deaths and Age Group of the VIictim .iveeeiieriiiaiieiiieriiiaseiiaiiesiieseisasersasoson 45
Deaths Due to Natural Causes in 2001 viuvvuieerniieriiiereiiareesaseesarsssessssessssessassssassssessnss 52
Deaths Due to Natural Causes and Race of the Decedent vuvveiiereiiaiiesniieriiasneiaieesninenns 54
Deaths Due to Natural Causes and Age Group of the Decedent .o.vveveiiariiniieriianiiniennnns 54
Suicide Injury Methods in 2001 uiueieiieinineriiinieeiniiesniseseisaseesassssassssssssssssassssassssasnns 58
Suicidal Deaths and Race of the Decedent vvvevvuieeiniieiiieiiiiuiiiiniiesiiieriiinsiesaseesassssnsnns 60
Suicidal Deaths and Age Group of the Decedent vuveviveeniieriiiuieesniiesrsaseesaseesnssecersacens 60
Traffic Fatality Circumstances in 2001 cuvvuveeieiierninesiiarierarsesnisesrssseesassssasssssssssessass 67
Traffic Fatalities and Race of the Decedent vuvveiviieriiiuiiiiniieriiieriiiareisaieesnisesersascsnsenes 69
Traffic Fatalities and Age Group of the Decedent «...cueueieieieieininiiiieiiieiiiiiniieneieieiennennns 69
Blood Alcohol Levels of Traffic Fatalities who DIED AT THE SCENE of the Accident ....... 73
Time of Day of Traffic Incident Resulting in Fatality cuceeeveveeiiiarieiaiiesiiesiisaseesnieecesnenes 74
Undetermined Circumstances in 2001 cuvvuveeiuiieiniierniiesiiiareisaseesareesnssssessssesssssssnsssses 76
Deaths Due to Undetermined Circumstances and Race of the Decedent ..vouvveeniiniiiarnennnnes 78
Deaths Due to Undetermined Circumstances and Age Group of the Decedent ....vvuvevvninannnes 78
Drug/Poison Caused Deaths, 1992 - 2001 ..cuiveiuiieiiiinreesniresniiesisaseesassesassssassssssaseses 92
Drug Caused Deaths Involving Cocaine, Opiates: 1995 - 2001 c.cuvueuineieieininineneieiececnrncnn 94
Drug and Poison Deaths and Age Group of the Decedent vuvuvvuieeiuinerniieriiiariesaieesnisesennn 96
Firearm Deaths by Manner of Death and AZe «evevieerniieriiuiiiiniieriiieciineriisnreesnssesnsenes 99
Causes of Death in Children and YOuth c.cceeeiieiiiieiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiieriiieriiiariiiieesisesssssen 102

TABLE OF CONTENTS



Page viii King County Medical Examiner’s Office — 2001 Annual Report







	page1
	page2
	page3
	page4
	page5
	page6
	page7
	page8

